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dial Affection io him are ſufficient. reaſop: for my 
peeſeating o youthis Funeral Sermon which was 
* Preach'd and 1s. nom Printed ry ha with zour Re- 


A gueſt, And as I danbt oh Jo deſign. d hereby 10 ſbew jaw 
* grateful reſpecit 10 hin Precious 110 youll, lee, by. this 


Diſcourſe, that your Relation to. him. i 4 nas ſo. entirety. diſ- 
ſolv/4 by Death. # ſelf as t0,exemps. you ram all the Duty's 
thas. reſult from, in « The, particular: Rn '4 an ga iN 


2222 IR, 2 


ß. 
neg lected. And the Providence of God Na ges . 6 


| /ouder” Call tu it; when. [0 n mer excelent Miniſters are taken” 
| away in the vigour of their Age. and the height of their 
uſefulneſs. FJ not gut take halte to this purpoſe, that 
upon my imparting an Account of the Reverend Mr. Tra- 
3. 3 verss Bea my worthy Brother Mr. H-—y of Cheſter, 

Leceived from him the ſorrowful Tidings of the lamented 
3 Death of the Reverend Mr, | thy 4 of Mancheſter , 
One who for Learning and Judgment and all Minifterial - 
Endowments iu an happy conjunddianapith. exemplary Piel) 

bas left very few Equals behind bim among his Brethren in 
1 that part of the Kingdom. And yet tho of a ſeemingly ſtrong 
aud firm conſtitution he dyd in the goth year of bis Age. 
Mur (4h ne Ny, when by the righteous hand of an offen- 
ded God, we are thus broken with breach upon breach ? 
Tis bat an awful Omen to the Houſe and Vineyard of God 
among ut, when ſuch Pillars are thrown down, ah tall = 


ate Cabemassden at Cook Serees, &c MG 
* urs fel, and fach fruizful Labourers remov'd. *Tis no 
% fb. many l 
y an imma = * 
Wir wh re of bo +% ! 
Warning ork, wit e gal! 
and ee. how nl mas Tile bf 722 . 
vice ma 3 that our Lord when he comes may find us 
ſo dd y the compuſſionate Shepherd 8 Biſhop, c of 
Souls 5 upon his deſolate Flocks, and provide for em /uch 
Paſtors a7 by i peculiar Emineney of Graces 89 Gifts are every 
way fitted' 24 dilposd (zceording to the Ap. Peter's ex- 
Lent Advice, 1 Pet. v. 2,3.) to feed the Flock of God as 
, much as in em lies, taking the overſight (or Epiſcopal care) 
over em, not by conſtraint but willingly, not for filth hy 
Lucre but of a ready mind, not as being Lords over God's 
K but being Enſamples to the Hock. That this 
ich Bleſſing mey in 1 be bene d on You, 15 the 
Po Yu. "Weyy | 
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Remember them which have the Rule over you, who have 

3} ſpoken to you the Word of God, whoſe Faith follow, con- | 
* fidering theend of their Converſation. n 
Reniember your Guides who have ſpoken to you the Word of 

' God, and conſidering the iſſue of their Gonverſation, imi- 


. 


tate their Faith, 


HE generality of Chriſtians ſeem to think that 
they have paid the laſt ReſpecF due to their de- 
ceaſed holy Paſtors, when they have laid their 
earthly Remains in the ſilent Grave, and ſhed a 
- | few Tears at their mournful Funeral. This Te- 
1 ſtimony indeed of your Eſteem & Love you have 
already ſhewn to my dereafed Brother; He has (as Stephen) been 
carried to his Burial by devout Men, who have made great Lamen- | 
d, 7 ration over him. ® We the ſurviving Eliſhas have taken up the * VII 
-.; Z Mantle which our aſcending Elijab had drop't, and have commit- 2: 
tea it to the ſafe Repoſitory of the Grave; Nor cou'd we forbear 
crying out with Eliſha on that ſorrowful occaſion, My, Father, _ 
) Father, The Chariot of Iſrael, and the Hor ſemen thereof . But ＋ 2 Kings 
my Text tells us; There is a far more, laſting and durable, Reſpe& *. 9- 
which we till owe to him. We muſt erect a Monument for 
— bim, (even one more valuable than that of Marble) in our own 


1 


.--\ 3 grateful Minds and Memories. There, tho' dead, he muſt ftill 
live; And. tho' ſilent, he muſt fill ſpeak. Nay, my Text obli- 


ges me to make a difficult but noble Attempt of Raiſing bim from 
2 *ke dead. Not indeed by bringing back his departed Soul. from 
$ thoſe:Manſions. of Light 'tis entred into, or his Body from the 
Duſtiof the Earth, to which it is return'd : (For this wou'd be 
as highly injurious to bim as to bring a Man back to be toſt on 
the tempeſtuous Sea that is happily landed on the Shore) But by 
Reuiving his holy Faith and _—_ Converſation in you that 
BY 1 * 9 urvive. / 


—— 


(2) 
ſurvive. And ſuch an attempt, if it ſucceed, will he infinitely be- 
neficial to un. Nay; perhaps the knowledge of it's ſucceſs-wou'd 
be to him a win 33 5 his happineſs and joy. And 
this is the Excellent Deſign I ſhall pusſue ix ſpeaking to the 
words I have read, Remember "your "TI — 9 8 2 


provement lies plain before youh, vin N 


Jer Chriſtian Edt ha- remember their: deceaſed Holy Pa- 


their holy Faith. ps | 
Ihn ſpeaking hereto, I. ſhall conſider 
4 4 Whom you are calld to remember, viz. Tour deceaſed ſpiritual 
de ß. 1 | | i 
II. In what manner, and To what pur poſes you ſpon d Remem- 
ber em, As particularly in order to your Imitation of their holy 
Fait 2 f $ 
III. How you ſhou'd improve the conſideration of the End (or 
Iſſue) of their Converſation, as a powerful Motive and IMgement 
to imitate their holy Faith, ahn l 
The Subject being entirely practical, I fall at once Explain c 
and Urge the great Duty which my Text recommends. 7 
- 7.) * Let us then corfider, A 
I. Whom you areccalPd to remembetY - - | 
Anſw. Your deceaſed Holy Paſtors or Spiritual Guides. 
Por that the Intpired Writer ſpeaks'not here of rheir Liuing 
 _ - ;: Guides but their Deceaſed ones, is the judgment of the beſt Ex- 
pPoſitors, and evident from the Text it ſelf; He intends thoſe 
Guides or Ruſers, who had ſpoken to em the Word of God. And 
he calls em to contemplate or-/ovk back upon the End, (the cloſe 
or iſſue) of their Conver ſation. And whereas for their Living 
Guider he commands 'em to obey eim at v. 1 Thoſe in niy Text 
he calls em to Remember, ſuppofing ein to be dead und gos. 
I 'wou'd only here farther Obſerve; That thoſe Spiritual. Guide | 
whom*the Iufpired Writer calls em to Remember, were ſuch as Yor of 
had ſpoken to em the word of God, or 'ſuch'as labour d in Mord and ſcribe 
_ DoFrin?.' Not ſugfi as engroſs d the Power” of Ruling to them- cular ( 
ſelyes while they left the more ſaborious Work of Teaching to W/imitea 
others. Again, They were ſach whoſe Converſation they were to FE ript 


; reflect a 


ſtor or Spiritual Guide. 


refitt upon & conſider. in order to the Imitating their Faith, They 

were luͤch therefore with whom they had perſonally convers'd, 
with whoſe Exemplaty Life they were well acquainted, and the 
noble Effects of whoſe. Divine Faith they were capable to know 
and obſerve. And not ſuch whoſe Faces they ſcarce ever beheſd and 
to wheſe Conver ſat ion they were entire Strangers. This Duty 
may inderd be eafily payd by particular Flocks to their Hiritu- 


aal Gsies that have refided among em; But can hardly be fo, 


by Score or an Hundred Churches to a diſtat and in a great 
menſure unknown Per ſon, whom the Greateſt Part of em ſcarce 
ever ſaw or heard, and towards whom, tho he may bear the 
Nune, he cannot diſcharge the various particular Duties of a Pa- 


I Proceed to Conſider, 2 | 
IT. In what Manner; and to what Excellent purpoſe you ſhould 
remember your deceaſed Spiritual Guides, | 
An ſm. For the Prevention of Miſtakes, I muſt Suggeſt ſome- 
zthing both Negatively and Poſitiveſy. ä | 
* - Negative. 125 


* 


You muſt by no means on pretence of Remembring your De- 


Jeeag'd holy Paſtors, offer up any ſuch Religious Worſhip to em. 


aas either intrenches on the incommuniceble Glory of God, or 


Perip ture and Reaſon) to appropriate to God as his incommunica- 
EW 1 i 


gon the peculiar Dignity of our Lord Jeſus, as the only Me- 
diator between God and Man. 


You muſt by no means offer up any ſuch Religious Worſhip to 


| em as intrenches on the incommunicable Glory of God. And there- 
\ fore we jultly. coridemn the Scandalous: Exceſſes of the Roman 


KChurch, in their Devotion to Departed Saints,” Such I mean as 
eir Conſecr ating Churches to em; Setting up their Images or Re- 


iques in their Churches as Objects of the People's Veneration ; Their 
Celebrating Maſſes to their Honour (which they Accour t the moſt | 
Solema Act of theit Devotion); But eſpecially. their common 
practice of Prhing to em. For ſuch Invocation or Prayer Ad- 
Idreſsd to em does in the very Nature and Genuine Conſſrudti- 
gon of the Ad (whatever be the Intention of the Offerers) a- 


ſcribe to departed Saints, that u1l/imited knowledge of all our parti- 
ular Circumſtances; nay of our: Hearts themſelves, and that Un- 
mited Pomey ith help us, whiclywe have juſt ground (both from 


ble 


VII Heb, 


(4) 


ble Glory. 


viz. An unjuſt Invaſion of God's peculiar rights, and a giving ſome 


part of that Glory to his Creatures, which belongs to him alone. And 
tis no ſufficient excuſe that they do not intend to equalize the 
Saints with God. They may own in Opinion an Infinite Diſtance 


between God and them, and yet in practice pay ſome part of that 


Religious Reſpect and Honour to them which he claims as his 


ſole due, and will not give to another. * And this is what we 


Charge em with in making any other Inhabitant of the -inviſible 
World, beſides the Omnipreſent God, the Object of Prayer. ö 
his peculiar Character and Glory; To be the Hearer of Prayer, to 


whom all Fleſh ſhould come +. 


Nor mult we offer any ſuch Religious Reſpett to em as intren- ® 
cbes on the peculiar Dignity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the only Me- 


diator between God and Man. | 


/ 


£4 N Il 


willingneſs to Plead our Cauſe, who has declared, That whoeber 
comes to him, he will in no _ caſt him out. And we are as ſure, | 
That his Pleas alone are ſufficient, who by his ever living to inter- 
cede for us, is able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that come to God by 
We dare not therefore arraign his Wil, or his Power / 


VI 70h.37 


wa 


We muſt not therefore, with the Romiſh Church, ſet up 4 
Deceaſed Saints as Mediators of Interceſſion, nor Flee to their Pa- 
tronage under that Character. The Scriptures aſſure us, There 
is but One God, and One Mediator between God and Man, the Man 
Chriſt Jeſus * They allow noprevalent Interceſſion in * but 

ey re- 
commend no other Advocate with the Father but Jeſus Chriſt te 
Righteous, who is the only Propitiation for the Sins of the World, 7 
We dare not then come to God in any other Name but his. 
Nor have we any reaſonable Inducement to make uſe ot any other 
He alone is Con- 


what is founded on an Expratory Oblation on Earth, 


Muſter of Requeſts in the Court of Heaven. 


ſtituted in that Office by the Father. We are ſure of his 


bim. 


and Intereſt, by making any others Joint-Interceſſors with } 
him, and by becoming officious Clients to any other Patron be- 
ſides him. "F134 | ' | 
And Iam ſure ſuch Religions Worſhip is no part of the Reſpet# | 
that my Text obliges us to pay to our deceaſed Paſtors. 


Poſitively. | 


And therefore we cannot but regard this Practice 
at a violation of the firſt Command, and a real Inſtance of Idolatry, 


"Tis 2 
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ter 


and 


ctice 


atry, © 'OU Y dor 
4 often Entertaining affeft ionate and bonorable Thoughts of em, and 
that i» order tothe imitation o f their Faith. | 


ſome 
And 


e the . = - 
Guides implys, Tour often Entert aining affettionate and honorable 


Thoughts of em. 


ance 
that 


goo. tertain of 'em, both on the account of their paſt Service on Earth, 
and on the account of their preſent Reward in Heaven. 
'Tis $ 
„ bo. P 
oY * in everlaſting Remembrance, * expects that we ſhou'd concur in * cxil P/. &. 
accompliſhing that Promiſe, and not counteract it by Burying their 
eminent Vertues in ungrateful Oblivion. Their Righteous Fudge 
dos not, and he expects that you ſhou'd not, forget their Work 
and their Labour of Love, which they have ſhew'd to his Name 
in Miniſtring to his Saints. + You fhou'd often recall to mind 
> concerning your deceas'd Spiritual Gnides, with what fidelity and 10. 

2 diligence they have deliver'd to you the uncorrupted Doctrine of 

it the Goſpel, and fed you with the unadulterated Milk of his holy 

Mord! How careful they were to declare to you the whole Counſel N 
of Cod, and to keep themſelves pure from the blood of al Men*) With * xx AtFs 
ho tender compaſlion they have long'd for you all in the bowels of 26, 27. 


we 
ſible 


ren- 
Me- 


was ſo conſpicuous in the great Shepherd E Biſhop of Souls). With 

how anxious thoughts and with how uneaſy pangs, they have tra- 

& veld in birth over you till that B. Redeemer was form'd in your 
Hearts! How induſtrious atid unwearied they were to Preach e iy Calas 


full proof of their Miniſtry*! What pains they took to follow * 2 Tim. i 
N their publick Inftruttions, with private Admonitions and Counſels, 2, 5. 


4 a 8 2 * 0 2 . 2 * _ 
FRF. = — C : « * 3 - 
3 * ** 9 — 
v : 
= if — . 
1 * : 
oy * 
5 
— 
*% — , 


Your Remembring your Deceaſed Holy Paſtors dos imply your 3 


1. Your Remembring your deceas d Holy Paſtors or Spiritual | 


And ſuch affectionate and honorable Thoughts you ſhou'd en- 


On the Account ot their paſt Service on Earth. Sapp 
That gracious God that has told us, The righteous ſhall be had 


+ vi Heb. 


ChriſtÞ+! (The like pity towards you, breathing in their hearts that Þ 1 Phil. 


the word, To be inſtant in Seaſon and out of Seaſon, To reprove, To 
rebuke, Jo exhort with all long- ſuffer ing and Doctrine, and to make 


Teaching not only publickly but from Houſe to Houſe, warning every 

one night and day with Tears *! Nor ſhou'd you forget how ſolli-.* xx A 
citous they were to adorn the Doctrine they Preach'd with an 20 32 
unblemiſh't Converſation, ſhining therein as Lights in the World © 
How careful they were to ſhew themſelves in all things, Pat- 

terns of good Works, and Enſamples to the Flock inſtead of 


3 


uo! ws 

SF 17.2.7. 
1 Pet. v. 3. den T 

5 for inte Salvition of pfeciob 
Breath'd in all their holy Miniſtrations! Lou ſhou'd re- 


their. Maſter's Service! In what painful Toyls and Cares for 
Religion, . in their Lamp of Life, was gradu- 
ally waſted, and at laſt Extinguiſpt! The Memory of all the uſt 
ſhou'd be precious; and much more of thoſe that were not only 


*. 1: Lu. 17. dient Sinners to the Wiſdomof the Fuſt * . ' 
You ſhou'd alſo Entertain affectionate and honourable Thoughts 
nn.” | - 

| On account of their preſent Reward in Heaven. 


what they now are. You ſhou'd therefore follow *enr in your be- 


to that of glorious Retribution. You have Teen 'em here Wiſe and 


| 


Ke. Contemplate em ſhining as the brightneſs of the Firmament and as 
Xii Dan. 3 the Stars for ever aud ever v. You have here beheld 'em as Starrs 


| 
| 
Starrs of the Firſt magnitude there. You have here beheld em 
feeding the Flock of God with a laborious diligence, In wearineſs 


| 
| 
! 


4 
, 


Truth, by the power of God, by the Armour of Righteouſneſs on the 


right hand and on the left, By honour and diſponour, by good report | 
and evil report; As deceivers, and yet true; As unknown, and yet | 


well known; &c. As ſorrowful, and yet always rejoycing ; As poor, 

get making many rich; As having nothing, yet poſſeſſing all things *. 

2 Cor. vi. You fhuu'd now behold theſe Inferior Paſtors approv'd by the 
7,8, c. chief Shepherd, and. adjudged to thoſe unfading Crowns of glory 
2 Pet. v. . that he has teſerv'd for em. . * 
| 5 - as | u 


1 


acting as Lords over it ! You ſhou'd often reflect on all that ar- 4 
dent Zeal' for the Wory of God, and affectionate concern 
precious Souls, that ſo conſpicuouſly * 


member how willing they were to ſpend and be ſpent in 


rem, 
advancing the Kingdom of God, and the Intereſt of practical 


y for | 
or G 
the ! 
11 
Xo th 


* Juſt themſelves, but the happy Inſtruments of turning many diſobe- 


* . 


| - © *You ſhou'd be mindful not only of What they have been, but of 
lieving Thoughts from Earth to Heaven, from their State of Tryal 


| Induſtrious ia turning many to Righteouſneſs ; You ſhou'd now 


Nn the Right band of Chriſt, and ſeen how burning and ſhining Lights 3 
they were, diffuſing holy Light and Warmth to all within the 
AlAafluence of their Sphære; You ſhou'd now regard 'em as Tran- 
- ſlated to an Higher Orb, and ſhining with far brighter Luſtre as 


Cor. xi. and painfulneſs, Is watchings and faſtings and inceſſant Cares ®. 4 
7,28. Approving themſelves the Miniſters of God, ih purenejs, by know- 
* ledge, by kindneſs, by the H. Ghoſt by Love unfeigned, By the word of | 


2 
Gui 


A 
A 


- 


W 


But of this I ſhall bave occaſion to ſpeak more afterwards 


I proceed therefore to add 


That you ſhou'd thus remember your deceaſed ſpiritual © 


Guides f in order to your Imitation of their holy Faith. 


And this is indeed the principal End and Purpoſe you ſhou'd 


remember em for. 
And here as their Faith may be underſtood either Object iueſy 


q for the Doctrine they preach'd ; 
or Grace of divine Faith, You muſt be followers of em in both. 


or Subjectively, For the Habit 


You muſt be Followers of their Fans, taken objectzvely, for 


the Doctrine they preach'd. 


They have with affectionate ſolemnity commended you to God and 


1 to the Word of bis Grace, that is able to build you up, and to give 
hon an Inheritance among them that are ſanctify d&. 
ſhou'd ſo remember hom you have receivd and heard, as to retain 


E hold faſt the Form of ſound words they have deliver 4; You 


10U'd inſtead of being carried away with divers and ſtrange Do- 


: 


>. 


b oot ed in divine Faith as well grounded in divine Love. 

ne great deſign of their judicious and laborious Inſtructions to 
eſs Wortify you againſt the various Artifices of ſubtil Seducers that 
© Pou'd pervert you from the ſimplicity and purity of the Chri- 
ian Faith, and to prevent your being Ike chill ren toſſed to and 
Fo with every wind of Doctrine thro the ſleight of aden and cunning 
raftineſs whereby tbey he in wait to deceive, Let not all their ® iv Eph, 14 


tries, get your Minds eſtabliſh'd with grace, in the belief of thoſe 
Important fundamental Truths of the Goſpel, which are like the 


Bleſſed Author of it, The ſame yeſterday and to day, and for-ever. 


| Las the Inſpired Writer intimates in the 2 verſes following the 
Text). Look not only on any Man but on any Angel as accurſed 
That ſbou'd preach to you any other Goſpe [ then what the Scrip- 
Tures contain, and your faithful Paliars have deliver'd confor- 


Imably to their Inſtructions there laid down. See that ye be 
It was 


Indefatigable Diligence herein prove only loſt Labour. 


But you ſhou'd eſpecially be Followers or Imitators of their 


aith, ( Subjeitively taken for the Habit or Grace of Divine Faith,) 


n 


revalent and ſtrong, 


d that in all the noble Effets and Fruits of it. 
See that your Aﬀent to the great Truths of Chriſtianity be fo 
as to deliver your Souls into the Sacred. 


32. 


And you * yy wy 


ould and Form of em. See that your Faith purify your * E xv Ade 9, | 
6: 


' See that it be the living Principle of good Works, or ſincere & 1 uni- 

Il James vet ſal Obedience *. See that it work by: Love . See that it kindle 
in your hearts all ardours of devout affection to that Bleſſed God, 
4 y Gal. 6, who has in the Incarnate Son of his Love -diſcover'd himſelf to! 


| be infinite & boundleſs Love. See that it enflape em with fervent 


Bleſſed Saviour in ſincerity. See that it prompt you to Love your 


| extended to you, when you were perverſe Enemys to him, Eſpe- 


of things not ſeen, . See that it ſo ſubſtantiate the future Reali- 


| 


— 
1 


— 


did the Faith of your pious Paſtors produce in them. Thus did 
they live the life they liv'd in the fleſh by the Faith of the on 
e 


II Gal 20 God who loved them, and gave himſelf for them . Thus did th 


*; Fet. II. had call d em out of darkneſs into his marvellous light K. Thur 
did they live as" ſeeing him that is inviſible, and with a Reddy . 
4 xi Heb, Zard to the recompence of reward . Be ye then the zealous Imi- 


Hearts and Lives. But this leads me 


holy Faith.” _ * | 
As to the End of their Converſation, Expoſitors ſomewhat dif- 


— — * 
„„ 
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Holineſs to the end of this Life: Others underſtand it of the hap 
Þ Yue of this 1 5 in the qr and n U that which is t 


And 


» \ 


Love to all that bear his amiable Image, and that Love our 


10 Enemys themſelves in imitation of the matchleſs Love of God 


7 
88 


LS 70h. v. 4. cially ſee that your Faith overcome the world “ by rendring it's 8 
ſtrongeſt Temptations ineffectual, and repreſenting things ſeen and 
: temporal as unworthy to come in any rational competition with N; 
; things unſeen and Eternal. To that end, See that your Faith be 
| ( according to the excellent deſcription. given of it by this inſpi- 
1 *xi Heb, 1. red Writer *) The ſubſtance of things hoped for, and the evidence 
| 


ties of the World to come, that it may be. inſtead of preſence and 
actual poſſeſſion. See that it repreſent *em in ſo clear and ſatiſ- 
tying a Light, as to be inſtead of actual Sight, by giving you the JF. 
like affecting and raviſhing and heart-afſuring 3 on of em, , 
2 as if your very eyes beheld em. Such glorious Effects as theſe 


| 26, 27. tators of their Faith in all it's transforming influence on their Fe 


IIIdiy. To ſhew, How you ſhou'd Improve the End 0 or Iſſue)] 
of your deceaſed Paſtor' 5 Conver ſation as a' Motive to imitate their , 


fer; ſome underſtand thereby their Perſeverance in true Piety and, 


XC! 


III Jam. fhew their Faith by their Works 1. Thus did they by an holy fe N 
18. mortified heavenly Converſation few forth the vertues of him that fe ed 
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1 And whether way ſoever we interpret the Phraſe; It contains 
G 4 a very proper Motive to excite us to an Imitation of their Faith. 
, 1. It ſhou'd excite you to imitate'the Faith of your deceaſed Pa- 


ors, to conſider their Perſeverance in true Piety and Holineſs to 
ebe end of their life. | 2755 
our . Their Example ſhou'd greatly confirm your belief of the Do- 
God VE &rine they taught. i Was, 
Ee. When you have obſerv'd the lively and powerful Impreſſion 
Po of thoſe divine Truths on their own ſouls which they have per- 
S % read you to embrace; When you have found thoſe difficult 
e Land coſtly thoſe noble and ſublime Dutys of /Chriſtianity exem- 


; 


may Fplify'd in their own Temper and Behaviour which they were 
aſpi- wont to urge on you; When yon have beheld” all thoſe god-like 


oY 


qualitys ſhining in their ſpirit and converſation, wherein they 


dence hy ive perſuaded you to be Followers of bim as dear Children **,* y Fph 


_ When you have diſcern'd all thoſe amiable fruits of Chriſtiamty 


rig. conſpicuous in them which they have fo often exhorted you to 
al” abound in ; When you have beheld them by Faith trampling on 
+ the Tall the Allurements and Terrors of this world; Rejecting it's moſt 
ey tempting Advantages whenever their Conſcience and Duty has 
: Jig Vinterfer'd with their temporal Intereſt ; Serving the Cauſe of 
on FARO with an unfainting fidelity under great hardſhips and in the 
ot Exerciſe of great ſelf denial; When you have ſeen em own his 
h ; Intereſt in the face of the greateſt dangers ; and ready, if call'd to 
it, to ſeal their Faith with their blood. When you have ſeen em 


. J 4 Fedfaſt and unmovable as well as always abounding in the Work nf 


y re- 
mi- 
their 


ue) iful Saviour's hands; When you have ſeen em go off the Stage 
rhei, Without leaving any obſervable Blot or Stain upon their Chriſtian 
ef and Miniſterial Profeffion ; When you have ſeen em effeftually 
dit. Tapported againſt all the Terrors of Death by the joyful hopes of 
11 hat bleſſed Immortality which they have urg'd you to believe 
5 and expect; O how do's ſuch an Exemplary Converſation ard 
we ſuch a ſteddy perſeverance therein tend to eſtabliſh your Faith in 
that heavenly Doctrine they taught! What a ſolid and ſatisfy- 
Arg Evidence is ſuch a Life and Death of the Truth of that Holy 


x 


F Faith as to finiſh their courſe with joy + ; When you have /t. 


C | Reli- 


ſche Lord * ; When you have ſeen em ſo fighting the good fight * 1 Cor. xv 


* 
. 
* 1 


Sbcheld 'em holding faſt their Integrity til they dy d, and commit- + 2 Tim. iv 
ting their departing fouls with a ſteddy affiance into their mers 7. 


4 


% 
- 


F 


(40) 


| , Religion that has produc'd ſo. excellent Effects in them that b er ua 


LE were the Miniſters. of jt! How much do's it tend to take off Wncem 
bs that unhappy but deep prejudice that ſo many conceive againſt Fully 
. the Goſpel when they compare it's Doctrines and Rules with the en 


lives not only of the Profeſſors, but even the Preachers of it! pur 0 
Alas, When they ſee thoſe that ſhou'd Preach Piety and Holineſs Migen 
to others practice little of it themſelves, . When they ſee a Train dort 
of Levity and Folly, Leudneſs and Impurity in thoſe whoſe Doctrine them 
and Profeſſion obliges em to be eminent Pitterns of Wiſdom and Li 
Gravity, Abſtinence and Sanctity to others; When they behold ond. 
Ambition and Pride, Senſuality and Luxury, or ſordid Covetouſneſs elit) 
reigning in the pretended Preachers of Humility and Mortification, + 
and an heavenly Mind and Life; How prone are they in their blind . If 
and raſh Judgment to cenſure Religion as a Cheat, and the Mini- ſatioi 
ſterial Office as meer Prieſt-craft ! Nay how do's it make em come 
abbor and deſpiſe thoſe Ordinances and Offerings of the Lord which a [1 
they ſee touch'd with ſo unclean and unballow'd hands! And little / 
do ungodly ſcandalous Miniſters conſider, What a fatal wound Wi 
they give to the honour of Religion by the ſliameful inconſiſtency FE/caj 
of their Profeſſion with their Praca! They may complain, and But 
for faſhion ſake declaim againſt rhe Atheiſm and Infidelity of the oute 
Age, But they are of all men moſt acceſſary to the ſpreading of - Mt . p 
it. But let us (my Brethren) take our meaſüres of C hriſtianity tian 
by thoſe that have /iz'd as well as preach'd the great Truths and ture 
Dutys of it, And that perſgyexingaHolineſs ot theirs, which IF ciou 
gave ſuch a Luſtre to their Prafeſſiog while they liv'd, will be yg ot 
„ ; © inconfjderable Confirmation of our Faith when they are dead. e 
And as their Example ſhou'd Confirm yaup Belief of the Do- A} 42d . 
+ £ | Arine they Taught; ſo ſhou'd it exgite in you a commendablg from 
Emulation to imitate em in all the genuine and excellent Fruits ¶ to ſu 
of their Divine Faith. For their Exampis clearly ſhews the Pofi- We 
bility of that holy Heavenly Converſation. which they ſo often re- have 
commended. It ſhews-the poſſibility of it, not only to ſuch a gain 
Siple(s Perſon as the Incarnate Son of God, but to Men of like and 
paſſions (and ſinful Infirmities) with your ſelves, who had the ſame I not 
corruptions to ſubdue gs well as the ſame Temptations to reſiſt as mort 
| you have... It gives you therefore all poſhble 3 ement to from 
Tread inj$heir; ſteps, and to bg, fallppers of hem, Po fr they WF 64 
1 Cor.x1.1 were bf, Chriſt . Your Dec d holy Miniſters. are the 19 Pho: Life 
, — 4 erv 5 


* 


F 


hat ervable and conſpicuous part of that Cloud of Witneſſes you. are 
off Wrcompaſ#'d with, who do by their. bright Exampte.moſt power. 
uinſt i ully Incite you to run with patience the Race that 7s ſet, before 
Yor . Let us all then by, fixing; our Eye upon them Reproach * xii Heb.x, 
it! Pur own Negligence and Sloth, quicken our holy induſtry and di- 
neſs Migence, animate our divine Faith and Hope, and be ambitious to 
in adorn our profeſſion with a ſhining Converſation. Let us with 
them be found Faithful to the Death that we may receive the Crown | 
If Life *. Otherwiſe the Excellent effects of their Living, will * 11 Rev. 
condemn our Dead and barren Faith, or rather our prattigaf Tnfi- ; 
. But be hes Ph X 1 33 
If we underſtand by the End of our Deceas'd Paſtors Conver- 
ni. ſation, the happy iſſue of it in the Glory aud Bleſſedueſs of the Life to 
em come; It is in this ſenſe alfo a powerful Mot ie to incite us to 
ich an Imitation of their holy r 
ttle And this indeed” ſeems to be the meaning of the inſpired 
ind Writer. The word ice In the Original properly ſigniffes 43 
ncy Eſcape *; It dos not expreſs a meer Exd or common Iſſue of things; * See 1 Cor, 
ind But an happy end, that is attended with Ytory and Deliverance x. 13. 
the out of paſt difficulties and enter Pe r 
of Io clear this we muſt conſider, The preſent State of all Cbri, 
ity 8 fans and much more of Menifters is juſtly repreſented in Scrip- 
nd ture as -a Warfare and Combat“. We have here reſtleſs & mall- & 2 Tim. x 
ich IF cious Spiritual Zyemies to xgfiſt ; Tedious Labours and Confficks to 3. f 
90 5 ; and manifold hardſhips to endure and hazards to run: 

Is e have not meerly Fleſh and Blood (wicked men) but Pr incipalities 
and Powers to wreſtle with , and muſt expect the utmoſt oppoſition * vi Fb. 18 
from the Prince of the Aereal Hoſt, whoſe Kingdom we endeavour 
to ſubvert. We have the'perverſe contradiction of Sinners to bear. 
We have many a ſharp Aſfault of Tempsation to repell. And we 
have the ſame Relrques of inedwelling Sin as others to contend a- 
gainſt, Qur holy Profeſfion obljges us to continual painful Studies 
ke and Toyls. We meet with'manifold and great Diſcouragements, 
ne not oply from the ſcorn and hatred of a blinded World, but much 
as more from the unſucceſ$fulneſs of our Miniſtry, and moſt of all 
to from our own fad defects and failures in the diſcharge of it. And 
y us are here liable to all the common Afflictions and Exils of this 
„ Lifewith others. Our Souls are liabe to the ſame Spiritual Pe- 


ſertiont. 


* x Matt. 


P 


(iz) 


ertions, Our Names to the ſame unjuſt Reproathes and Calumnys 


weartfom conflict as this is a Faithful Miniſters Life. 


But my Text calls us to contemplate. their happy Eſcape out of 
all theſe afflictive Evils. We are now to behold 'em not in their} 
Combat but in their Triumph; Not toyling in the Vineyard and bear. 
ing there the burden and heat of tbe day *, but reſting from their 
ap (+ While their Works follow 'em ; We are now to Contem-"F 

plate em as Exchanging their light and moment ary afflictions for an 
iv, exceeding and eternal weight of Glory+; We are to behold em as . 
now Releas'd from the uneaſy Fetters of an Infirm and Mortal 
Body under which they Groan'd; entred into that Heavenly Pa- 
radiſe where there is no ſubtle Serpent to tempt or beguile ; gone 
trom the confuſions and miſeries of a diſtracted World, and from 
the corruptions of the degenerate divided Churches, which they 
here ſo bitterly lamented, to the world of Spirits above, and to 
that bleſſed Community there, whoſe beautiful Order and concor- 
dant Unity and perfect Purity they here admir'd and earneſtly * 
aſpir'd unto. We are call'd to contemplate em, not as afflicted 3 
and 1 17 5 here, but as Glorify d and Reigning there. We muſt 

by Faith view em as now adorn'd with ſhining Wiſdom and ſpot- 


leſs Holineſs, as receiv'd into the Embraces and imparadis'd in the 


'boſom-of infinite Eternal Love. We guſt Con template em as en- 
| of the Righteous, but the 
Jpecial reward of God's faithful Prophets *. We muſt conſider em 


joy ing, not meerly the common rem 


as the brighteſt Starrs in the Firmament of the higheſt Hea- 
vens, and behold thoſe radiant Crowns of Glory that now adorn 
their Heads, and infinitely compenſate for all the ſcorn and con- 
tumelious uſage they met with from a malignant World. 
And, O hq powerfully ſhou'd the Conte 

Cite you to an an Imitation of their Faith! You are all call d with 
the Jame high and heavenly Calling. You have all the ſame iucorrup · 


tible Prize ſet before you. For you the fame Heavenly Kingdom and 


the endleſs Joys thereof are prepar d. To you, the ſame Honor 
and Glory and Immortality is propos'd as the object of your laudable 
Ambition; and, will be your happy Acquiſition; if you ſeek it by 


2 Rom.7 patient cont inuancę in well ding. You are tending in the ſame 


paths of Holineſs, to the ſame State of perfect Light g 
. 


ur Bodies to the ſame Maladys, and eſpecially ſuch as a ſedentary 
Life dos peculiarly expoſe Men to. Such a Laborions, ſuch 10 


pla tion hereof Ex- 


"CB mn 


we and Foy, You have the ſame B. Saviour to be your Guide; 


7171111 


ſuch 


ut off 


1 their, 


bear. 
2 their 
ntem- 


for an Fuſt, to whom you are already come in Relation, in Faith, and 


em as Hope “. And did we but converſe more in our believing Medita- 
lortal 


Pa. 


One 


or you that igcorrupt ible unfading Inheritance is reſerv 


pho thro Faith and Patience inherit the promiſes T. Tis by fre- 


on 


Yaintain ſome Communion here with thoſe perfected ſpirits of the 


ions with that glorious Yorld above, With Angels, with Prophets 


- * 


nd Apoſtles, With all thoſe pious Relations and Friends, and 
Faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, with whom we have convers'd here in 


from this World as Heirs of the ſame Promiſes, O how wou'd it en- 


quent and realizing Thoughts of their blefſed State, that you muſt- 


ou have the ſame H. Spirit to prepare you for that Heavenly In- 

Peritance, and to be even here the Earneſt and Pleck of it J, And T1. Epb. 14. 
| in the 

igheſt Heavens . O be not then Shothful, but followers of them * 1 Pet. 1. 4. 


+ vi Heb, 
12. 


* Xli Heb, 
23. 


they gear and familiarize Heaven more to our Thoughts! How wou'd 
1d to it facilitate the pleaſing Aſcent ot our affections thither! How 
ncor- Avou'd it fire our Souls with an holy ambition to be more entire. 
eſtly J conform d to thoſe heavenly Inhabitants in our Temper and Diſ- 
icted Woſition to whom we are ſo nearly ad by our ſupernatural Birth! 
muſt How wou'd it deaden us to this world, and give our divine Faith 
ſpot- Jan eaſy victory over the manifold Temptations thereof! How 
the wou' d it animate us to [teddy perſeverance in the ways of Holineſs, 
en- and fortify us againſt all Diſcouragements that might tempt us to 
- the grow weary of well doing o f aint in our Minds *! How wou'd “ vi Gal. 9 
em Mit kindle in us , ardent defires after the Converſes and Entertain- | 
Iea- ments of that blefſed Society above, and make us long to ſhare in 


lor their Work and Joys! In a word, How wou'd it produce in us 
on- all the noble Effects and Fruits of that divine Faith which our 
deceas'd holy Paſtors were ſuch bright Examples of, andby which 
Ex- they and all true Chriſtians have attained to the endleſs Glory 
vit; and Happineſswhich they now poſſeſs! Let us then be Followers ] 
#p« of that Faith and Hope of their's which is now turn'd into Sight 5 7 
and and Enjq ment. 3 wp ＋ 13 THT 
Thus I have confider'd the Duty which the Text recommends 
to Chriſtian Flocks, in Reference to their deceaſed - ſpiritual . 
by BY Guides, . 1 
me . But it will be juſily expected I ſhou'd make a more particular 
Tt, in" reference ty deceaſed Brother and your 
| * ee late 


ie, Application of 


ove . 
eien. 197 


92 
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YAY 1607 X7-OQ7 JE, 74 wo wat. ok if ; 
tate faithful Paſtor... And indeed. he was fo remarkable an Exam- 
gh ol that diviue Faith, in which my Text obliges you to be fol. | 
. ' lowexs of your deceaſed ſpiritual Guides, that I am ſorry, that (part. 


ly thro the defectiveneſs of proper Memoirs *, and partly thro my 
incapacity to improve the few 1 have) I ſhall not be able to re- 


preſent it with the real Advantage, and et it out in ſo good a 
Light as it deſerves. But the Truth is, your general Acquain- 


tance with him will render it leſs neceſſary for me to enlarge on 
this Head. I ſhall therefore content my ſelf with giving this true 
tho defective Account of him. 

Mr. ELIAS TRAVERS was the Son of Mr. Thomas 
Travers a N. C. Miniſter in ſome part of Cornwall. For as 
to the Place and exact Time of his Birth, I cou'd not from his Sur- 
viving Relations themſelves meet wita any particular Account of 
it. And for his Extraction and Parentage, ſo great was his mo- 
deity, ſo juſt a Contempt had he of all thoſe external Advantages 
that others are ſo apt to value themſelves upon, that notwith- 


ſtanding my long and intimate Acquaintance with him, I never 
- underſtood. till upon the particular Enquiry I h:d row occaſion 
to make, that he was nearly related to ſeveral Honourable as wel! 
as Pigus Families, Which I chiefly mention, Not to raiſe his 
| Charatter by a conſideration ſo Extrinſick and ſeparable from real 
worth, But to Recommend his amiable Humility, in his Burying in | 
ſio entire filence what moſt others ar 

Lam the rather oblig'd.to mention i 
Account I have met with, concerning him, was his coming over 
with the Right Honorable the Ear/ of Radnor, when heentred on 
the Goyernment of this Kingdom, A. D. 1669. He was then 
ahout twenty years of Age, and employ d by that Honorable Per- 


ſon (whoſe Nephew he was) in the Secretary's Office. My Lord 


* 


Roberts being ſoon, remov'd. from bis Government here, Mr. 


Travers return d with him to Exgland, And the Ear {propoſing * 
e in pur- 


to him the Study either of Divinity, Lam, or Phyſick, He in 


ſuance to his Advice entred into Chriſt's Calledg in Cambridg, 
where tho he made the Study of Phyſick the Diverſion and En- 


— 


— 
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*:Thoſe Papers of. his which probably wou'd have been very 
this purpoſe, were written in Character. g 
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tertainment of his mote leiſure hours, yet he chiefly turn'd his 
Thoughts to Divinity. Having ſpent ſome years there, and taken 
his Degree as Maſter of Arts, he left the Vniverfiry, and was by 
ſeveral of his Relations earneſtly urg'd to conform tothe Eſtabliſh't 
Church, in which their Intereſt as well as his own Abilitys and 
7 Merits gave them a proſpect ofobtaining conſiderable advantages 
for him. But he having maturely weigh'd the Declarations and 
4 Subſcriptions requir'd as Terms of Miniſterial Conformity, and 
finding that they were ſuch as his Judgment cou'd not com- 
Fply with, preferr'd the Peace of bis Conſcience before thoſe 
Foffer'd Prefer ments, and in oppoſition to the importunate ſol- 
Micitation of ſeveral of his Relations (that were moſt capable 
to befriend him) eſpous'd the deſpis'd Cauſe of Non- conformity. 
Nor did the melancholly proſpect of all thoſe hardſhips and diſ- 
couragements which were like to attend the Exerciſe of his Mi- 
Miſtry that way (which ſo many Penal Laws were in force a- 
gainſt) Hinder him from devoting himſelf to the ſpecial ſervice 
of Chriſt in that ſacred Profeſſion. So that we are ſure, No 
worldly Motives or Conſiderations cou'd be reaſonably ſup- 
pos'd to ſway him in ſo ſelf-denying a choice, How long he 
preach' d as a Candidate of the Miniſtry in England, I cannot learn 
any certain Account.“ But in this Kingdom he was invited to 
ſucceed the Reverend Mr. How as Chapluin to the Right Hono- 
able the Lord Maſſareen at Antrim. It was in the Time of his, 
acred Miniſtrations in tht Honorable: and Religious Family, 
d to the Mi- 
Hiflerial Office, and return'd to his Station at Autrim, where he 
ontinued for ſeveral years, his Labours there meeting with gene- 
al acceptance, and himſelf with deſerved Eſteem and Reſpect 
rom all that knew him. During the Troubles-of this King- 
pon he continued at Antrim after the Lord Maſſareen's removal 
o England ; and was there by the Popiſh Party taken into Cu- 
ody & brought up a Priſoner to this City on pretence of his cor- 
eſponding with the Enemys of the Government; But tho the charge 
pf this pretended Plot was groundleſs, There was a real wiſe ftrg- 
agem and Plot of divine Providence in bringing him hither, 


that he came up to this City to be ſolemnly ordain 


* Only it appears by bis Papers that be continued for x ſeveral 
ears as Chaplain in the Earl of Radnor's Famiß. 0 ; 
| For 


T4. 


> 


| 2 Tim. 2. 
5. 


having 


His Miniſterial Abilitys were truly valuable. He had laid up 
a rich ſtock of diuine and human Knowledg as the fruit of his 


and copious fluency of ſutable ſeriptifſhal Expreſſions in that hea- 


particular Perſons and Familys. For his Preaching, whatever | 


per ſpi unity wherewith- he was wont to deliver the Oracles of God. {Wc 
There was an air of Solemnity and Reverence that appear'd in all BF 


( 16) 
For after fix or ſeven weeks Impriſonment, ind ſeveral Exami- | 


in it. How abundant and unwearied his Labours in this Chri- 
ſtian Society were, you all very well know. And how cheer- 


ful and ready he was to give occaſional Afſitance to other Con- 
gregations all my Brethren know, and have reaſon thankfully to 


remember. 9 


ſtudious younger years. + He had a very intimate Acquaintance 
with the H. Scriptures, and well deſerv'd the honorable chara- 
cter given to one of his Excellent Predeceſſors ( The Reverend 


Dr. Harriſon) That he was-a Walking Bible. From that inex-- 
hauſtible Fund his Mind was fo enrich'd and repleniſh't with di- 


9 appearing againſt him, He was diſcharg'd. And . 
hat opportunity of Preaching occaſionally to this Con- 
gregation, he receiv'd and comply'd with a Call to the Paſtoral J 
Charge of it, and has now for about fifteen years been employ'd 3 


vine Wiſdom, that he came forth as 4 Scribe well inſtructed to 
the Kingdom of Heaven, being able to bring forth out of bis Trea- e of 


Wh xiii Mat ſure things new and old , ſuited to the various Exigencys of his 1 N 


Flock. He was a Workman that need not be aſbam d, able to di- 
vide a right the word of Truth *, and to give to every one their 


portion in due ſeaſon, His Gift of Prayer was very eminent & Pe 


edifying. He had a marvellous enlargement of devout affections 


verily Exerciſe, and was thereby happily able to accommodate 
himſelf to the various emergent Caſes of his Congregation and of 


there ſeem'd to want of Elevation of Voice and earneſtneſs of 
Expreſſion, was in a great meaſure made up in the ſolidity, the 
unaffected ſeriouſne ſs and gravity,” and the flowing plaianeſs and 


his holy miniſtrations, arid carried convincing Evidence into the nil 


Conſciences of all that attended em, that he felt himſelf what i 


* 


He had ie the Rules he laid down, for [pending every day particu- 
larly oblig'd himſelf to read ſeveral Chapters both out of the Old and 


he} 


New Teſtament. \ © N 
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Cm) 
e deliver d to them, and that gur f the abundance of his Heart 
9 is Mouth ſpake n Nr ieee "tg 4. 
hut, what I wou'd chiefly inſiſt an in his charaQer (and that 
Igreeably to the ſcope of the Text) js the admirable ſutableneſs 
St his unblemiſh't holy Conyerſation.to che Dignzty of his Pro; 
gon as a Miniſter as well as a! Chriſtian, Ne was in reference 
Jo his Works as well as his Doctrine a truly fpaning Light, If we 
Frace his Converſation from the beginning to the end of it, We 
nd the genuine Effects of that divine Faith that was deeply 
Footed in his heart, appearing in a truly exemplary life. 
The Grace of God had made Early Impreſſions on his Soul. 
He was himſelf in his younger years born from above, and theres, 
y prepar'd to be an happy Inſtrument of quickning dead Souls to 
 Fpirituall Life. A little Book was ſince his Death found in his 
Study, wherein he had Penn'd down that ſolemn Covenant, in 
Which he had entirely devoted himſelf to the ſervice of God. 
And he did then alſo. enter into pious Jacob's particular ſolemn 
Vom, That whatever God ſhou'd bleſs him with, the tenth part ſhou'd 


Ple that theſe Tranſattions paſt between, God and him when he 22. 
vas a Student. One of his Papers contains his Reſolutions how 
go ſpend every Day. A good part thereof he allotts to Reading 
Pſeditation and Prayer ; ſome part thereof he aſſigus to the care 
f his Family, and partieularly in reference to the concerns of 
eir Souls; and the cloſe ofat he. devates to ſerious ſelf reflexions. 
or were theſe Rules barely wrotę den for Faſhion ſake in a Boo; 
o, they were inpriuted on his Heart, and in à great meaſure 
ranſcrib'd and copy d out in his daily Couver ſation. And indeed 
ery few have ſpent more time in holy ſolitude, and have ſegm'd 
0iconver ſe more with God and their own Saul than he. This dos 
n part appear by feveral':of hit Pabeng, which contain ſuch ju- 
Hicious and ſeriqps Ohſer vation: on the Providence ot God to- 
Pards the Chureliin geiferal, as well aͤs towards himſelf and Fa- 
15 ly in particular, which he penn'd down in his hours of Retire- 
Went; And jt wou'd probably have-appear'd much more, if the 
zonteats.of moſt of his Papers had not been (by his exceſſive mo- 
beſty,) lock'd. up in an Unknown, art bard. 
There was a venenable Gravity Kun did ace aff able ſweet- 
eſs in his whole Behaviour, very E e at frothy Leut 
A | ON 


x 


ii Mat. 34. 


e offer d to him *. And ſome circumſtances render it ſery proba- * 28 Gen. 


| 


' 
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(18) 
on the one hand, or that ſupercilions moroſeneſs on the other, that elf,! 
are both ſo unbecoming the ſacred Function. By the one he drewupt i 
the Rejpef, by the other the Love of all with whom he convers'd.ꝰ th 
His mien and deport ment had a tincture of his Birth, and the goodiſhe C 
Breeding and ingenuous Converſation he had been us'd to in the hnce 
Honorable Familys in which he had reſided. - * Inter 
His Meekneſs was the more remarkable becauſe it enabled him nlar 
to hold ſo ſtrict a rein and ſo ſteddy a government over his Paſ-J 
ſions, even in oppoſition to his natural Temper which was warn © 
enough. But that natural warmth ſo rarely appear'd, as made mae 
ny impute that Calmneſs of Spirit to his complexion, which was ter 
the remarkable Effect of divine Grace. Poe. 
' His forwardneſs to do good was rather beyond than ſhort of his 
 _ Ability. He was herein a true Follower of his blefled Maſter n. 
X 438 who went about doing good +. He was much more ſollſcitous to N 
lay up incorruptible Treaſures in Heaven than corruptible ones on p all 
Earth; and no otherwiſe ſtudied to grow rich than by being ſo F. 
in good works. | 1 dn t. 
He was a great Lover of Concord and Order, was al ways ready uſt 
to pay a due deference to the Judgment of his Brethren, and ſel- 15 
om ever diſcover'd more of a warm Zeal than in oppoſing what dS 
thought contrary thereto. | N nd ( 
He had a true ſpirit of Catholicł Charity. His Love was far “ 
from being confin'd to a ſelf-diſtinguifh't- Party. He had a juſti 
diflike of rhe narrow ſpirit of any: thr 20's: engroſs. the Name ind 
of the Church and of Chriffian Communion- to themſelves. Hes gn 
. reckon*d Catholick Unity ard Communion to lye in the Eſſen- Al 
tials of Chriſtianity, not in human Additions to it“. For him-y Me | 


RR EP apes | 

He cou'd not look on the late Writings of the Sack---#s, the Ley. . and pake 
he Dodw----{r of the Age without lamenting the palpable tendency. of *em toe 
ear epen thoſe wound: which all good Men wiſh the Healing of. He ſaw too Mn th 
Fiable characters of a blind Malignity in em to think they cou'd proceed fromſſpreſs 
that i/dom which is from above, which is peaceable as well as pure, and full of omet 
Perg and good fruits, not of bitterneſs and. rancour, of #»juſt. Revilings, and hong 
N ncharitable Auat hema g. But it was ſome ſatisfaction to him to obſerve a con- 
rary ſpirit of Charity and Moderation prevailing in others far more eminent 
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nig ht 


15 
for their Learning and Piety as well as fation and charadter. And this alone 
gave him any hope of that publirk Ble - "a he ſo often and ſo carneſtly 


Pray'd for, viz.. The. Healing of our Divifions. Py 
| AY _ Ive: elff 
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that if, He cou'd peaceably diſſent from what he thought to be cor- 
drewiupt ions in a pablick Eſt abliſyment without renouncing his charity 
ers d. thoſe whoſe Judgment led em to ſubmit to it. And how much 
good e Care of ak the Churches lay upon his heart, How extenſive 4 
in the ncern he had for the whole Proteſtant, nay the whole Chriſtiar 
Irtereſt thro' the world, often appear'd in his particular warm 
him Enlargement when he pray'd for em. n 
paſ. Thus did his divine Faith enable him to abound in all the fruits 
warn Univerſal Hulineſs. Ard he has (Bleſſed be God!) left his 
e ma-MWpcred Liver) as 4 Chriſtian, and his honorable charaſter as a Mi- 
1 was der without the leaſt obſcrvable ſtain upon it. He may truly 
Spc. to all of you as the Ap. Paul did to the Saints at Theſſa- _ 
ff his rica, Te are witneſſes and God aiſo, how holily and juftly and un- | 
laſter Wamably we have behav'd our ſelves among you that believe . His + 1 Te. 
us to Name is as à precious Oyntment that has diffus'd it's fragrant odour 31. 10 I 
ez on p all round about. There was none of that dead Fly (the Folly 2 
ng ſol Pride) that ſo often cauſes it to ſend forth a ſtinking ſavour *. * X Exel. 1 
n the contrary, all his other eminent Vertues deriv'd a peculiar 
eady uſtre from (what might ſeem to draw 4 dark veil over em) 
] ſe]. Dis great Humility. He was herein a true Diſciple of that Bleſ- 
what ed Saviour who was both meek and lowly in Heart . Thoſe Gifts + x1 Mar- 
| and Graces that enrich'd his Head and Heart did but cloth his 29. | 


s far ace with the deeper bluſkes. And tho with Moſes bis face often | 
just one to the obſervance. of others, yet he himſelf Ene it not 5. * 24 Exod. 
amend he ſhou'd be the Edler in ur efteem for being fo low in 28 


Nis own. . 

en. And his Eud was every way ſutable to ſo hlameleſs, To uſeful, ind 
him- O exemplary a Converfarion. For tho his Diſtemper ſo inſenſibly 
Waſted his ſpirits as to render ſpeaking very uneaſy to him, yet he 
Wpake enough, to convince all that heard him, That his pious n- 
W ments and Diſpoſitions were the ſame in his ſickneſs as in his health, 
too n the beginning and progrefs of his Diſtemper he frequently ex- 
from preſs'd an entire Reſignat ion to the Will of God. And he wou'd 
all q Wometimes enquire of his Relations about him, Whether they 
der, bought he carried it with u becoming Reverence and ſubmiſſion un- 
nent! ler bis hand. He wou'd often urge em to pray for him, that - 
lonel de migbt not grow weary of his afflittions or repine at the long 
eſtiyentinuance of em. He trequently expref&'d his deſires that he 

F night live no longer than he cou'd be uſeful in his ſtation, And 
ell - | , CP as 


| ee 
1 ad gies. abi eh Re 1 131 
as be wourd peak with Brat bilmility of bis Pat defefts/ fo 
ex belt Ar g Reſolutions if God pleas d to ſpare him for Far 
preſs'd ſtrong 7 p 


12 


ther ſervice to ht more earneſt and taborious in bis Work, An | 
indeed ip the 74ſt Sermon he Preach'd (which was on thoſe res a 


markahle words, Jude 21 v. Keep your ſelves in the Love of Go 
waiting for the Merey of our Lord Jeſus to Eternal Life) Tl ani 
told he apprar's: unuſually affected to the ſurprize and wender of 
Bis Hearers. What Veneration he had for that B. Sieur he 


iſcoyer'd when in anſwer to one of my Reverend Brethren tha 


ask d. him what he nom thought of him 2 He readily reply'd, He in 4 | 
the chief of teu thai [apds ang. altogether lovely. What comfortable est 


expetatians he had, of his" Mercy to Eternal Life, He often ug g 

\.1-- - 1 geffed, partheular]y enlarging to one of his Congregation that 
**_ © viited him, on the 2 Cor. 1. 12. And on 1 Joh. 3. from v, 20. to 
the end; and declaring to him the inward. ſatis faction he bad ii 

Vn the conſcience. of his paſt, ſincerity towards God. (As he did alſo 
tomy ſelf a fem minutes before he expir'd ). And yet he look d 
for the Mercy. of our Lord Feſus to eternal. Life. For as another ¶ Eait 

| ot my Reverend Brethr.n (that convers'd with him on his Death. xen 
bach informs me, ©. He found him ahounding in ingenuous ſelf Reli 


©. . *cqndemning, Reflections, abaſing himſelf, and leſſening his own pf un 


. 
* 


performances with a very humble frame. Let (faith he) 1 y- by 
found bim in no doubts, about his own ſincerity and the ſafetj he 


„ © © of mis ſpiritual fate, He ſald, Death was not at all terribiſhnd 
In his Eye. Ard he repeated © thoſe words of H. David, Thifnen; 
Tord bath made with, g an everlaſting Covenant in all things well av, 
urder'd and ſure, and this is all my deſire and all 'my ſalvation Whiſte: 
and in repeating the laſt Clauſe, This is all, c. he rais'dDia 
ais d his.vgice with à ſurprizing earneſtneſs from one-in-his e om 
tremely. weak & dying, Condition. When his afflicted Cnſort fred 
Children about hig Bed cee woũ'd, if able, peak ſomet hi gut 
tv em, He anſwer d. I can bardly ſpeak at all, But the Lord (pe tWur e 

to gon, The Lord comfort you aud dirett,you; and Be all in all unt Repu: 
ou. An his very dying moments heft be was ſinking apace un: 
der the weight of his Diſtemper, he complain'd of bis dullueſi ur 
' and that be cou, ave. H ge as_he defir'd to do. But href 
ex pxeſs d fo the laſt bjs-hope off bleſſed, Immortality he is novſſeref 
, 5 1. T7 
Jauch was the Exemplary Converſation of your late 7 201 

i Paſtor 


i 
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i. .be, and ſuch was the comfortable Cloſe and Euũ of it in this 
r 'far id. | | oe 

An But what the glorious Iſus of it is in that blefſed World he 
oſe Te. is now entred into, is, what no words of mine can fully de ſoribe, 
F Gohor your thoughts fully conceive; And what we ſhall then only 
Lach learly underſtand when we meet with him again in the King- 


der of dom of God. But yet fo much of it we do knew and ſhoy'd fe- 
our lWrioufly contemplate, as may powerfully incite us to imitate his 
% Faith and beaventy Conver ſation. {> 36 
But before I ſhut up this Diſcour e I muſt crave leave to ſug- 
geſt a few words to my Reverend Brethren, and to you of this 


n lug NTongregation. SAS 190 
n thats All That I ſhall fay to you, My Reverend Brethren, is, To be 
20. to your humble and faithful Monitor, That you wou'd alfo ſo e 
bad it ſnember this our deceaſed Brother, as to endeavour to equal or out- 


id alſo ½ him in all thoſe amiable Graces that rendred his holy Conver- 
look ation ſuch a conviftive Evidence of the Excellency of his divine 
other aich. And O how circumſpect, how blameleſs, how ſhining & 
death xemplary ſhou'd our behaviour be, upon which the honour of 
5 felt Religion in the World ſo much depends, and the influence where- 
owa pf upon thoſe under our Paſtoral Inſpection is like to be ſo high- 
©) ily beneficial or pernicious ! What need have we to look well to 
ſafetyMhe regularity of our own ſteps, whoſe Office tis to be Leaders 
rribii nd Examples to our Flocks! What care ſhou'd- we take to recom- 
„ The nend our divineWaith with all poſſible Advantage by our holy an 
well e avenly Conver ſation, when 'tis expected that all under our Mi- 
at ion giſterial Conduct ſhou'd be Followers both of the one and the other 
rais¶ Pid we only regard our own Intereſt and Name; It were but a 
15 eommendabſe ambition to live ſo, as we may be remembred with 
ort tfection and honour, and not with juſt contempt and diſdain. 
ctb1ÞBut it ſhou'd far more ſtrongly oblige us to the utmoſt care of 
//**Wur deportment, When we conſider that the Glory of God, The 
1 41Reputation of our holy Profeſſion, The Edification of the Church, 
de Und the Salvation of thoſe precious Souls that are committed to 
(ae ur charge, is ſo highly concern'd in it. For the Influence of our 
ut ha preſent Converſation to promote or diſſerve theſe moſt valuable In- 
5 bonereſts may out-laft our Funerals themſelves. And our very Me- 
n may (like the Goſpel we Preach) be a guickning or killing 
wur to many that ſurvive us. oo then our whole _— 
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well as our Miniſterial Labours) be devoted to the Glory of God & 


the good of Souls, that they may be fit to be propos d when we 
are dead and gone as a Pattern for the Imitation of others. 
As to you that are Members of this Chriſtian Society, 1 ſhall not 
repeat my Exhortation to you, To remember this your deceaſed 
Paſtor in order to your being Followers of his Faith. But I ſhall 
briefly ſuggeſt two. or three Inſtances, wherein your affectionate 
Remembrance of him ſhou'd ſhew- it ſelf, which tho my Text dos 
not directly mention, yet are too ſutable to the preſent occaſion 


1. Your afte&ionate Remembrance of your deceaſed Paſtor ſhou'd 


oblige you to ſhew all reſpett to his afflitted Family. 


'Tis mention'd by way of juſt Reproach to the Children of I 
rael, That they ſhew'd not kindneſs to the Houſe of Jerub. baal or 
Gideon, according to all the kirdneſs be had ſhew'd to Iſrael *. 
The Conſideration of that eminent Self:denial and Mortitication 
to this World, and entire Neglect of ſeeking great things for 
himſelf or family in it, which your Paſtor has ſhown, ſhou'd the 
more effectually recommend to your tender concern and care 
thoſe that are now deſtirute of his. And I may ſay to you in 
alluſion to the Language of Naomi, The Lord deal kindly with 
yu, as you have dealt with the Dead, and ſhall till deal with the 
Living A'S, 1 1 

2. Your affectionate Remembrance of your deceaſe) Paſtor 
ſnou'd put you on earneſt Prayers to God that he may provide for 
you 2 Paſtour after his on n Heart that may feed you with true Know- 


| feds and Underſtanding. | 


And the great Lord of the Harveſt ſend ſorth a faithful La- 
tourer into this part of his Vineyard, under'whoſe cultivation ma- 
ny Plants of Righteouſneſs may ſpring up, and thoſe that ate 
Planted may abound in all the frrits of Holineſs! We have reaſon 
when we ſee ſo eminent a Prophet taken away to cry out, here ig 
the Lord God of Elijah ? Let us then joyn in our earneſt Prayers 
to that God with whom the Reſidue of the Spirit is, That . a double 
portion of (this departed ) Elijab's ſpirit may reſt upon the Eliſha 
whom God in his providence fhalk call to fill up his Place. 


24. So remember your deceaſed Hay Guides as may diſpoſe 


dun che better to improue the Labburs of ſuch as ſhall ſucceed. 
It cannot but be a greivous and afflictive thought to moſt of 
LV. 2 you 
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| i SA 
ou to conſider, That as to this faithful Servant of Chr? 
ſo long) went about among you Preaching the Kingdom of God, you 3 
| muſt now ſee his Face no more *, And perhaps few of you can * 20 4, 
not ook back on your Enjoying his Labours ſo long, without ſome 20, 
aſed elf. condemning Reflexions upon your own unprofitableneſs un- 
hall Wer 'em. Alas, how do the moſt. of our Hearers ook like Bar- 
nate en Trees that only cumber the Ground! O ſee then that your 
dos Preſent want of a judicions and faithful Miniſter teach you to 
fion Value ſuch a one the more, and to make a more eminent profi- 
iency in divine Grace when you ſhall again enjoy the like happy 
u'd Meaſo's of it. You find by your own ſad experience, That the | 
Prophets do not live forever *. Tho' the Treaſure of divine Know- 1 Zech. 5, 
dg be incomparably Precious, yet to our great regret 'tis put | 
into Earthen Veſſels + that are quickly broken and daſh't in + 2 Cor, 4 
pieces. O walk then in the Light, while you enjoy the Light *, £ | 
and while thoſe Starrs whom Chriſt holds in his right hand are * 12 Joh. % 
allow'd by him to ſhine in this dark World. And O my 335. ÞþF 
Brethren, with what ardor of Zeal and affection ſhou'd we ſpeak 
and you bear the great things of God, if we cou'd ſpeak as 
dying Creatures our ſelves to thoſe that are dying and paſſing 
into an Eternal State, and did you hear as thoſe that conſider 
how ſoon we muſt ſpeak or you hear no more! And may we ſo 
ſpeak and you ſo hear, that our mutual Account may be joyful ! 
That we may have our diligence and fidelity accepted, and you 
may appear as our Crown, & Joy, being preſented faultleſs before 
the divine preſence with exceeding Foy! And may both you & we 
ſo conſpire in the ſame Holy Faith and Heavenly Conver ſation, 
that we may both partake of the ſame happy End & Iſue of it in 
Eternal Glory! And then how Afflictive ſoever our Separation in 
this World may be, our meeting in a better will bz unconceivably 


Joyful. 
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